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[image: grenepages_grenepages editorial_7th Word]Sydney hosted the year 2000 Olympics and caught the attention of the whole world. For every athlete and tourist moving in and out of Sydney, the Sydney Harbour Bridge was unavoidable, especially with the bold "Eternity" inscription on it. Those who watched on TV did not escape it either. 

As the fireworks of the closing ceremony came to life right on the bridge, it only brought the inscription (Eternity) to the world's full view. The whole world was reminded about eternity, and the question on people's heart was- "If indeed there is an eternity, where will I spend mine?" Eternity became a household name in Sydney because a certain Arthur Stace decided to write the word so bold that everyone will live with the consciousness of eternity.

It is another Olympic season in the year 2016 and Rio de Janeiro is the host. Every Day, cameras focus on an image in the City Centre called "Christ the Redeemer." As the world watches the Olympic Games and the cameras keep covering that image, a message is constantly passed across- "Christ is the Redeemer."

These two cities were chosen to host the Olympics among several others who wished and applied to be chosen. By God's arrangement, why they were chosen is not farfetched. The gospel must reach everyone before the Lord comes...

God wants to answer your prayers of excelling, but why should he? If he raises you high, picks you out among your equals or makes you the focus in your family or your organization, what will they see? 

As you read this edition of grenepages, we call your attention to the fact that the father wants to lift you up, but when you become the world's focus, what is there in your life to see?

I am sure you loved the last six. Welcome to our seventh issue.
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      Tobi Olowookere is the author of gracedpages where some of his thought provoking inspirations are documented. 

      A   graced writer, Tobi believes that no matter what it takes, everyone   must carry out their God assigned responsibilities. He's committed to   writing and speaking to his generation on this subject.
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    Let Your Words Become Flesh

  

  
    [image: grenepages_Tobi Olowookere GRACEDPAGES_Let Your Words Become Flesh] "Wow! Yes! That's it!" Those are words we hear from people who feel they just conceived a million dollar idea.

  "Now that's just the solution," he or she says to himself. Next, he sees himself in a class of like minds and starts relating the idea to them. "I have this idea; do you think it's going to work?" Another "Wow" springs from there. "You are a genius." Then, the Christian in him gets on his knees to say, "Thank you father for this great inspiration. Thank you also for bringing it into accomplishment."

  The mind of a man is actually flooded with thousands of ideas each day. Convincingly, we can say that lack of ideas is never a problem and should never be mentioned. The major problem is the lack of implementation of the ideas we daily conceive. As much we have turned "Procrastination is a thief of time" into a United Nations anthem, procrastination never stops stealing our time and killing all the great ideas, we conceive daily.

  I have learnt something from God. Sometimes ago, He conceived a great idea. It was an idea capable of saving the whole world from sin and death. Just as every great word, speech and action begins with an idea, in the beginning was the word, the word was with God, and the word was God. (1) 

  In the beginning was the word and the word was with God...

  He ruminated on the idea and thought to himself, "What a great idea this is!"  He never allowed the idea to fly away. He kept it with him. He arrested that idea. That is where most of us get it wrong.

  "Oh! What a great idea" and that is all we do about it. Before we know, it is gone. We have forgotten. This is just one of the cases where the faintest pen proves better than the sharpest brain. Write it down as soon as it occurs to you and you have it with you for life. Let the word be with you as the word was with God. Would you believe even God advises that ideas be scripted?

  "And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it" (2)

  Keep the idea with you by writing it down. That proves to be the best method ever known. Unfortunately, it is not necessarily he that recieveth that runneth. It is him that readeth, that runneth. If he that received refuses to read the vision, he may not run. 

  The word was God...

  The idea became God's consummation. He so digested the idea, that it became a major project. Everything about Him just wanted to carry out that idea. He must have thought about it repeatedly. He must have built several strategies to implement that idea. He gave the idea every shot, just to ensure it sees the light of the day. For anyone who will ever implement an idea, that is what it looks like. As it comes to you, let it stay with you, and let it become you.

  God did not stop at just been passionate about carrying out this vision. If He had stopped at that, we all will still be slaves to sin today. Soon, "… the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth" (3)

  God's idea left the phase of just an idea, it left the phase of written ideas, and it became concrete. God carried it out for all to see. God implemented His idea. Everyone saw it manifest. That is our father laying a perfect example for us that every idea he gives to us must be made manifest. The word became flesh, something we can see and touch.

  Unfortunately, the only thing most people do with their ideas is to boast about them. Some even party on ideas, but the implementation; it never happens.

  The Holy Spirit himself inspires us with so many revelations, but the time to carry them out remains tomorrow; a tomorrow that never comes. The implementation of the idea that God conceived is the reason we live today. The bible says, "We beheld his glory, full of grace and truth." Full of grace means, it was a huge success. Full of truth means, it was a huge breakthrough. It was unbeatable. That is what happens to every idea that occurs to you and stays with you when arrested and well thought of.

  "And the word was with God…" tells me that God did not rush into implementation just as it occurred to him; he took his time to plan.

  As the word was in the beginning, I know you have an idea now. Let it stay with you as it was with God, in fact, let zeal of it consume you, as the word was God. It shouldn't stop there, let it become flesh. Let it dwell among us; let us behold its glory as a one that can come only from a unique person like you.

  Your world is waiting!

  The earnest expectation of creation awaits the manifestation of the sons of God. (4)

  Go! Succeed!

  (1)    John 1:1

  (2)    Habakkuk 2:2

  (3)    John 1: 14

  (4)    Romans 8: 19
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    	Ope Rowland believes   in the ministry of every saint. Hence, he talks and writes about   believers finding, grooming and operating in their ministries. 

      He is the author of the thriving blogs and the books- The Young Christian and Manifestation.   
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    Connecting To The Real You

  

  
    [image: Ope Rowland THRIVE_Connecting To The Real You] The whole bible actually forms the whole counsel of God for humankind. However, what you have in the bible is the generic will of God- what applies generally.  You need the specific will of God to live your own life because you will not see in the bible specific details of your life written in letters.

  In the medicals, they have specialists in diverse fields. However, the specialists did not start their learning from that specialization. They all have to study the general medicine first and from the general they proceeded to the specialization. Therefore, if you are going to understand the will of God, you must start from the generic and get to the specific. Because whatever you are going to practice, as a specialist will not contradict, what you are told as a general practitioner. Likewise, the specific will of God for you will not contradict his generic will.

  God's specific assignment for you on this earth had been specified from the beginning and was committed to your spirit, which had existed from that same beginning. Your assignment was written in the name of your spirit. Your name might not be spelt out then, but your spirit was already alive and God knows how he identifies your spirit. When that spirit arrived this planet thousands of years later through your mother and father, your body and your soul tries to live a life. For some, their soul will still try to pick something from their spirit and get some traces and tries to play around it. However, if you are going to do God's will hundred percent your spirit must be regenerated. You must be born again to do God's specific will for yourself. 

  For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2:10 NLT

Before you can do, you need to know. If you do not know, you cannot do it well. Randomness, trial and error becomes the order of the day. You play a guessing game with life. Therefore, you need to know the will of God so that you can do it. Note that the will of God is not a one-time event but an accumulation. Therefore, you must know per time what he wants you to do. The secret of knowing is also the secret of doing. It is the Holy Spirit. 

  Only the Holy Spirit knows what is in the mind of God concerning you. You do not know your neighbor thoughts except him. Likewise, only God's spirit knows God's intent, plan and purpose for everyone. 

But we know these things because God has revealed them to us by his Spirit, and his Spirit searches out everything and shows us even God's deep secrets. No one can know what anyone else is really thinking except that person alone, and no one can know God's thoughts except God's own Spirit. And God has actually given us his Spirit (not the world's spirit) so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:10-12 NLT

The Holy Spirit downloads God's plan into our hearts. When you have data on your device, the volume of the data you have determine the access you have to information. Likewise the more you are full of the Holy Spirit, the more information- revelation you can access from the heart of the father. What is the size of your spiritual data? You need as much of the downloader- the Holy Spirit as possible, to assess the much you need. When you know as much as possible, it will be easier for you to do as much as possible. 

  for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. Philippians 2:13 NIV

  The spirit takes over some of your senses. He causes you to will. Before you do something, you must have determined to do it. If you were going to stand, you would have willed in your mind that you are going to stand up. Now to get that will, determination and mindset, the Holy Spirit cause you to will. The Holy Spirit gives you a prompt, urge, and nudge, and you feel like you want to do something you never planned to do before.  A new and fresh thought is formed in you and you sense the need to do something, make a call, and go somewhere. The Holy Spirit is causing you to will, to make decisions and he helps you to carry it out if you yield yourself. While we do his good will, he abides with us still for those who will trust and obey. Several times, you receive promptings and yet you do nothing with them. 

  When you pray, check the promptings that come to your mind. After praying in tongues, check the thoughts that flow through you. Speaking in tongues clear the debris on the road. It makes the path of communication smooth for the Holy Spirit to be able to push his thoughts forward. What makes contact with the world is the body. That is where your sense organs are placed. The soul is in the middle while the spirit that is in contact with the Holy Spirit is behind. The more you pray in tongues, a road is made for the spirit to come to the front. The flesh still wants to make a battle, but more praying in the spirit pushes your spirit forward ahead of the senses. That is why some things you cannot remember, you remember them when you pray in tongues. Things you are not aware of, you are acquainted with them when you pray in the Spirit. You get praying in the Spirit and God shows you some picture, the spirit has gone on a journey and praying about those issues. Praying in the Spirit makes the flow of communication easier. 

  How lovely it will be to maintain the Holy Ghost atmosphere continuously with your will and desire being shaped continuously to conform to God's eternal purpose. There is a prompting inside you connecting you to purpose. 
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    	Olufemi  Babalola is an inspirational writer  and teacher of God’s Word. With his firm belief in  the Bread  of Life (God’s Word) as the solution to the problems of life, he burns with a passion to share this Bread in the printed  pages. He  is actively involved in writing, publishing and distribution of books,  magazines, tracts, outlines and articles which has been of tremendous blessings  to many. 

    As  a freelance writer, ‘Femi is a columnist in a number of electronic and print  media. He blogs at olufemibabalola.wordpress.com  and is the editor of  Fresh Bread, a top-notch inspirational  magazine focused on helping people experience the life in the Word. 
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          God was in existence before the beginning began. The so-called beginning was not the beginning of God. Genesis 1:1 says, "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth." He could not have begun the beginning if He does not pre-exist it. He is often called the Alpha and the Omega i.e. the Beginning and the End but this Beginning has no beginning. He is the End who has no ending. 

  Meanwhile, we did not know about God until He began the beginning even though He was already in existence. The beginning introduced God to us. Whoever He was or whatever He has done before the beginning is not known to us. The creation of the heavens and the earth brought God to the scene of human history. His existence seems to make no difference until He began to create. As far as humans are concerned, the beginning was the beginning of God to us. Perhaps, He is known is some other planets unknown to us but it was that beginning that made Him known to us. There would never have been the story of God without the creation of the heavens and the earth.

  You too have been in existence for a while now. Perhaps this is your first, second, third or fourth decade on earth. You have been existing in the same way God existed before the beginning and just like God, you will never be known except you begin to create. You will die buried in the abyss of time unknown, unheard and uncelebrated until you begin to harness your potentials. You will be like that mythological snake that walked over the rock without a mark or that bird that flew in the air and we cannot trace its path or the ship on the sea whose track is not known. You will simply add up to world's statistics except you begin to fulfill the reason for your creation.

  Be reminded that some people died and no one knows nobody died. Millions have died that way! You want join them? Saying no is not enough, the way not to simply exist is to create something. It is what has kept some people consistently in human history for centuries. It is what made them immortal like God. They are dead yet they are still speaking to us even today.

  You are created to create, to invent, to innovate. You exist to bring into existence things that are not. You ought to bring to the seen what was never seen. You ought to contribute, add value and proffer solution to the crisis in our world. That is why we are created in God's image. We are made from him and we have his attributes. We have the same potential he has, though sin doused that potential but it was restored to us in Christ. Once again, we can reign on the earth.

  Psalm 82:6 says, "Indeed I said, 'You are gods, and all of you are sons of the Most High." In other words, you should live like your heavenly Father. You are his offspring!

  God identified a problem and provided a solution. He saw that the earth was formless and void with darkness covering the face of the deep. He then went into action to resolve the chaos. This is how you are supposed to live. Our world is currently faced with different forms of crisis ranging from terrorism, corruption, poverty, famine, diseases, illiteracy, racism, 

  The point is simple, God was not known until he began to work though he was already existing for ages. You also will never be known except you begin to do the work for which you are created. Your real story will never begin until you find your work and you begin to do it. The key to your revelation or manifestation is beginning your work. It is time you identify the problem you are created to solve and begin to create the solutions.

  Let history start writing your Genesis 1:1 today. Let it be said that in the beginning, you created something. Moreover, do not get it twisted; your physical birth is not your beginning. Your real beginning is that moment when you start doing what you are created to do. You need to know that you already existed before your physical birth. You were born because it was time for what you are supposed to do. You came out of time into time because it was time for you to climb the stage and manifest. That is why your birth will make no difference if your life was not used for its purpose.

  Jeremiah existed before he was born. God told him, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations." In other words, there was Jeremiah before Jeremiah was born. He was born because his prophetic ministry was now needed. However, do you observe that the Bible never said anything significant about him until he received the call to do what he was born to do? That call was the actual beginning of Jeremiah. If he rejected the call, we will never know someone like Jeremiah existed in history.

  Jesus also existed before His existence on earth. In fact, the Scripture told us He was slain from the foundations of the earth. However, Jesus did not begin until He began what He was born to do. What made His birth significant was because He fulfilled the purpose of that birth. Apart from the discourse, he had with professors in the temple at age twelve, nothing significant was written about Him until He began His work at age thirty. Most of what was written about Him was written from that moment when He resigned from carpentry into His ministry. John 2:11 recorded something profound about Jesus after He performed the first miracle.

  The Berean Literal Bible says, "THIS WAS THE BEGINNING of the signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and He revealed His glory..."

  In other words, His birth was not the beginning. It was not the beginning when He was making money from His carpentry job. It does not matter how fat your salary is or how much you earn form your job as long as you are not in your work. It was not the beginning for Jesus until He began to do what He was created to do. He simply existed. When He began, He revealed His glory. So, your real glory will never be revealed except you begin your work. Your glory is connected to your work.

  The heavens will only record that which you do on earth that correlates with what was written concerning you. They will not begin your story until you begin your work.

  There are countless examples of people who only existed until they began their work. What made their history important to us today was their work.

  Nehemiah simply existed until he caught the vision of rebuilding the broken wall of Jerusalem. We did not know Elijah until that day when he walked into Ahab's palace and declared God's counsel. That was his beginning. He seems to be one man in the Bible whose lineage was never traced. It is because it was not necessary. His real beginning was that evening he confronted the wicked king.

  Martin Luther King Jr. was a pastor until he realized the reason for his creation. No one knew him until he began to do his life's work; challenging the status quo. No one remembers him today for being a pastor but for waging war relentlessly against racism and the marginalization of the blacks in the society. Martin identified a problem and he died solving it. This same thing can be said of so many other heroes in the community of faith.

  The world system also teaches us the same truth that you will only exist until you begin to create and solve a problem. No one knew Bill Gates until he created Microsoft. No one knew Walt Disney until he began the Disney World. Mark Zukenberg was faceless until he created Facebook. This same thing can be said of Steve Jobs, the inventor of Apple.

  It is time for you to begin and stop existing! Start creating. Start contributing! Start adding value! Starting solving a problem! Stop looking for a job but a purpose. Find your assignment. Explore the sea of resources within you. Bring out the treasures in you. Locate the ingenuity inside of you. Write your book. Start the business. Create that software. Go and register that company. Fulfill your ministry. You have the gift. You have the grace. You have the potential! The resources will come. Believe in God. Believe in yourself. The earnest expectation of the whole creation is waiting for your manifestation! Give us what you have. Your grace is not meant for the grave. Begin to create! 

  Manifest! 
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    	Toyin Seth-Ogungbe’ is   a vessel with an addiction to God, his word and his creation. She has a   passion for relationships and takes pride in her femininity. 

    Tee- Wai is inspired by every little detail  experienced in her daily living and networking with people. 
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    [image: grenepages_Toyin Seth-Ogungbe' TEE-WAI_...Miracle...]I had the privilege to visit an orphanage recently, and the experience was humbling, exciting, emotional and altogether fulfilling. I met such happy and beautiful kids. One child stood out as she touched my humanity in a way I do not encounter every day. Her name; Miracle.

She is a beautiful girl who cannot walk, talk nor hear. I noticed her gently move her shoulder to the music and I wondered if she was hopping excitedly around like the other kids in her mind. She seemed accustomed to sitting on one spot all day. Her eyes spoke a thousand words, as I sensed her acceptance of her reality. While others jumped, hugged, danced and sang, she just watched smiled slightly and mostly had a straight face. I wondered if she was used to everyone reaching out to others and waving at her from a distance. As I moved closer to her, I reached for her cheeks, and she smiled. That smile could light up a room. It brought me to tears. And no, I don't cry that easily. I sat by her and held her hands as we played a silent 'pick a hand' game. When it was time to leave, I had a group hug with the others and then I approached her and before I could, she lifted her arms as far as she could to initiate her goodbye hug and I gave her an embrace. I wished I could imprint in her heart with that hug that she was beautiful, loved and perfect in God's eyes. I thank God for the opportunity.

Miracle reminded me love is louder in actions than spoken words. We spoke so much without a word. I left that home feeling as if she spoke to me, as if she was saying; Ty, you have ears that hear, a mouth that can speak and legs that can walk; so you have no excuse not to be all that you can be. So I am reminded to say 'I love you' in words and in deeds to those who mean the world to me, because the fact that I can say it, is a miracle. I could choose to dwell on the things that are not going right or make the best of what is and work hard and aspire for much more. The fact that I have life is a miracle. Love is a language that the blind can see and the deaf can hear. Show some love today, because you can, because life is miracle.

To the ones who envision and build these homes, nurture the orphaned and abandoned, give their time, money and life to putting a smile on their faces, you are super heroes. God will honour you exceedingly.
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    	Akinwumi Adeoye of Akinwumi's Handwritings is a young lady, who's found passion for reading and writing since her teen years. 

    A God addict, she is thrilled by new words and beautiful writings
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    Everyone Else's Opinion

  

  
    [image: grenepages_Akinwumi Adeoye AKINWUMI'S HANDWRITINGS_Everyone Else's Opinion]Everyone else's opinion is often readily available than your opinion. There is always someone who has got an opinion on where you should be at the moment and on what you should be eating.

  There is always somebody, who will come into the room to suggest that the trousers you are wearing are too long, that your fingernails are too long, that you should have used palm oil to fry plantain instead of vegetable oil, to avoid the dangers of cholesterol. They may be your mother's friend, your friend, your acquaintance, a stranger, or even your enemy. 

  Moreover, some do not merely suggest, their opinions can come with speed, insistence, suggesting authority and discouraging dissent. They feel you should have married someone from your tribe instead of considering an intertribal marriage and you do not attend a "correct enough" physical church.

  I can go on and on and on, about everyone else's opinion. Everyone else's opinion can show up many times, before you can think deep about the situation at hand. You see, Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist, made a valid point when he said, "If someone isn't what others want them to be, the others become angry. Everyone seems to have a clear idea of how other people should lead their lives, but none about his or her own."

  Trust me, everyone else's opinion can be overwhelming, they can drown your thoughts.

  However, the beautiful thing about everyone else's opinion is that you get to be the judge of them. Opinion, can remain as it is- an opinion. The best it can be is an opinion, if you leave it at that level.

  I got to a stage while growing up, where I wanted people's verdict about every of my action and attitude. Once a friend popped in for a visit, and after minutes of chit chatting, and a warm reception, I moved to my business-as-usual- what do you think about me? The problem was not the fact that I wanted other people's opinion about whether I was relating well or not. 

  In fact, the scriptures in the book of Philippians chapter four and verse five says, "Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand." 

  So I was not too far from the Bible's injunction with that habit of mine, God did request that our moderation be evident to men and not Him alone. However, the problem afterwards, was that I was controlled by these varying opinions of others and I was fast fulfilling the words of Oscar Wilde that, "Most people are other people. Their thoughts are someone else's opinions, their lives a mimicry, their passions, a quotation."

  The danger in daily filling your ears with what is wrong about you is that you are likely to fight from a loser's standpoint. You are likely to want to struggle to be a better person with more fear of impossibility than of possibility. That is the very reason I avoid children of God that are more aware of what the devil can do to them than what God can do for them.

  I agree, that there are weaknesses and each person has their own reasonable share and that there are still some more masteries to be won, but don't live in a pool of your inadequacies. 

  Your (intending or current)  spouse and your immediate family are most likely the best judge of your character and you should hear them every now and then, but do not walk on the streets with your mind filled with everyone else's opinion. 

  It is one major way I know of losing the driver's seat of your life. Do not give the devil that privilege.

  Yes, go ahead and build fortresses around your weaknesses that you have observed and that have been mentioned to you by others, but do not consistently make life decisions around other people's opinions.

  Therefore, I ask you like Steve Maraboli once asked, "How would your life be different if…You stopped allowing other people to dilute or poison your day with their words or opinions? Let today be the day…You stand strong in the truth of your beauty and journey through your day without attachment to the validation of others." 

  I urge you to receive the wisdom of mentors by all means, but if you have never received an instruction directly from your creator -God, but you have always decided cogent issues in your life based on second hand opinions of fathers, loved ones, friends and enemies, then, maybe they created you.
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