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    [image: grenepages_grenepages editorial_6th Word]In the last edition of grenepages, we discussed Revelations and its importance to every Christian. This is a follow-up. It's titled "Write and Read"

And the LORD answered me, and said, WRITE the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that READS it. Habakkuk 2:2

God seems to be saying; "I place visions in your hearts daily, you get excited about them, you thank me for opening your eyes again and again, yet I don't see them become of benefit to you. I can't believe how some of you forget these things completely."

First, He says, "Write the vision..." The faintest pen may be better than the sharpest brain. How many times have you made resolutions only to forget? Learn to write. 

Then He says, "Make it Plain..." Be specific. Ambiguity sounds like, "I will close my eyes while looking in a dark room for a black cat that is not there." 

Then He says, "He that reads will run…" Every time you read what you have written plainly, you find a fresh energy to actualize it. A vision plainly written is bound to be achieved. 

It's grenepages' sixth time of making visions plainly written so that we all may read and run.

So keep reading, keep running. We all will get there.

Once again, Welcome!
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    	Ope Rowland believes   in the ministry of every saint. Hence, he talks and writes about   believers finding, grooming and operating in their ministries. 

      He is the author of the thriving blogs and the books- The Young Christian and Manifestation.   

      [image: the_young_christian_ope_rowland] 
	  [image: manifestation_ope_rowland] 

     
    
  





  

  
    



Untitled Document





  
    	Download  

  

  
    	this issue

    	the grenepages android app

  

  
    	[image: grenepages_issue_6.pdf]
    	[image: grenepages_issue_6.epub]
    	[image: grenepages_android_app]

  




       

	   

	   

	 


 



  

  





  
    At Least Do The Least

  

  
    [image: Ope Rowland THRIVE_At Least Do The Least] Christ had the measure in full but distributed it in parts to all
          believers. 

          For in Christ the fullness of God lives in a human body

          Colossians 2:9 (NLT)

          

          However, he has given each one of us a special gift according to
            the generosity of Christ. 

          Ephesians 4:7 (NLT)

          Therefore, you have your part of his measure.  Your responsibility is
          to use the measure available to you. When every believer does that,
          there is fullness; Jesus is actually doing his own part. Therefore, he
          decided to flow through you through a particular measure. He gives you
          a measure out of his full measure. He took out of his fullness and
          distributed it among us. 

          When you are not effective with yours, you make the whole body of
          Christ not to be effective. Therefore, every believer is important. No
          believer is irrelevant. No wonder in the parable of the lost sheep,
          the Shepherd left the flock to look for the missing one. That one
          completes the rest. There is interdependence in their measure. 

          

          The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up only one
            body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

          1 Corinthians 12:12 (NLT)

          

          Jesus picked out of his measure to give us and that forms our purpose
          on earth. 

          

          "Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a
            man going on a trip. He called together his servants and gave them
            money to invest for him while he was gone. He gave five bags of gold
            to one, two bags of gold to another, and one bag of gold to the
            last--dividing it in proportion to their abilities--and then left on
            his trip. 

          Matthew 25:14-15 (NLT)

          

          But we will not boast of authority we do not have. Our goal is to
            stay within the boundaries of God's plan for us, and this plan
            includes our working there with you. 

          2 Corinthians 10:13 (NLT)

          

          God is the one that gives our respective purpose to us, we do not
          choose it. You do not choose the measure of Christ that flows down to
          you. Your particular purpose in the purpose of Christ is your measure.
          

          God assigns it according to his intentions and your ability, which he
          placed in you while creating you. He knew what he imputed in you. He
          will not give you an assignment that your ability cannot accomplish.
          The abilities he created you with were done to the specifications of
          your purpose. God makes the decisions on purpose. 

          Believers must be sure the source of the vision they are running with
          in life is God. The motivation behind it must be ascertained. The
          danger facing this generation is the deception of materials. Visions
          are being guided by material gains. It is important you hear God
          correctly as regards that direction and journey you are embarking on.
          You have to travel on the journey of purpose by your conviction. 

          

          The Buried Measure

          I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth and
            here it is.

          Matthew 25:25 (NLT)

          

          Measure can be buried and lost eventually. You have to think about
          standing before God someday, when your purpose as intended will be
          used as a marking scheme to check all you have done. At this your
          particular age, what will be your score when compared with God’s
          timetable for your life? Many do not even know what their marking
          scheme look like, so anything being written seems to be right. We must
          identify our measure in him and embrace the part of his assignment
          that is ours. 

          Fear buries measure if allowed. Envy also does same. 

          You see your neighbor’s assignment and wish for that at the neglect of
          yours. You might see yours as inferior and then proceed to bury it.
          You attempt to be like the other person. There is no need for envy.
          Everybody’s measure is unique. There is no superior assignment neither
          is there an inferior one. 

          

            “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches...” 

          John 15:5a (NLT)

          

          Jesus called us all branches. He did not mention super branches or
          mini branches. We are all branches. Yes, some branches are big while
          others are small, yet they are all branches. They exist irrespective
          of sizes for purposes commensurate to their sizes. Let the big branch
          not attempt to be small and let the small branch not attempt to be big
          lest they defeat their purposes. 

          Do not envy other peoples assignment in life. Do not envy other
          peoples measure in Christ. Take yours as yours. Our measures vary but
          let us stay with that assigned to us. 

          Laziness can also help you to bury your measure. The servant said he
          was afraid but from the perspective of the master, he was lazy. 

          

          "But the master replied, `You wicked and lazy servant! You think
            I'm a hard man, do you, harvesting crops I didn't plant and
            gathering crops I didn't cultivate? Well, you should at least have
            put my money into the bank so I could have some interest. 

          Matthew 25:26, 27 (NLT)

          

          The least you are expected to do with your measure is to give that
          which you have to a banker to leverage on it. A banker leverages on
          your resource and multiply it for you. Attach yourself to another with
          a similar purpose to bring profit out of it. Discipleship, mentorship
          and apprenticeship! That is doing the least, which is better than
          nothing. Being under tutelage will give expression to your measure. 

          However, aim to maximize it by becoming like Christ who owns the
          measure.
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    	Driven by purpose and Inspired by the Holy  Spirit, Tosin Iosef Kehinde is glad to INK WORDS as inspired. 

      With a writing ‘habit’,  which has been nurtured from infancy, he believes  the world is a result of spoken words, the potency of which cannot be  quantified.
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    [image: grenepages_Tosin Iosef Kehinde INKED WORDS_Contact Without Contamination]Someone once said, ‘One bad egg spoils the lot’ and the
          scripture confirms, ‘A fly, though tiny, would cause a jar of
            perfume to lose its scent.’

          Contact in this context is referring to a meeting, communication,
          relationship or a state of being in touch with someone or something,
          while contamination is a state of becoming impure due to pollution.

          This can be paraphrased as being in touch without becoming polluted.

           “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye
            therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves…” Matthew
          10:16 KJV

          Such a scenario portrays tribulation and hardship. Sheep, as we know
          them, are not fighters neither are they wise. Yet our Lord, while
          acknowledging the danger ahead, admonishes us to be ‘wise’ and
          ‘harmless’ – even though the wolves are on the prowl! Thank God He
          gives us wisdom which is ‘profitable to direct.’ He went a step
          further to remind us that ‘the battle is the Lord’s.

          Sheep grow wool, which is meant to be white. Despite sending them in
          the midst of wolves, Jesus expects them to be presented, on their
          return, ‘without spot, blemish or wrinkle.’

          Apostle Paul was a missionary to the Gentiles. He became as they were
          (lived, ate and dwelt with them) yet he did not become ONE WITH THEM.

          No enlisted soldier engages in civilian affairs. No one dress in white
          acts or behaves haphazardly. Those seemingly negligible actions (the
          little foxes) more often than not result in great loss or tragedy.

          David the shepherd boy, who lacked the basic principles of war, was
          saying in 1 Samuel 17:47 (KJV) “And all this assembly shall know
            that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the
            Lord’s…” This same ruddy lad dwelt with veterans of war who
          depended on their accolades and experience. He must have heard them
          recount tales upon tales of acts of bravery, which gave them victory.
          He could easily have been swayed by the fact that ‘you only win with
          tact and experience’ but he knew better.

          Our Lord Jesus made it clear in John 8:23 (KJV) “…I am from
            above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world…”

          Since He who dwells above sent us here, it behooves us to make Him
          proud. Jesus Christ, while on earth was the light of the world. When
          He left, we became the light of this (dark and perverse) world.
          Darkness cannot withstand light.

          Just as a lamp needs to be trimmed and the oil replenished for its
          light to shine bright, so also we need to be maintained regularly with
          the Word of God. 

          so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without
            fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like
            stars in the universe 

          Philippians 2:15 NIV

          Friends, we are in contact with the world. We MUST NOT be contaminated
          by it.

          Are we making the desired impact in [and on] the world?

          God help us!
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    	Femi Sobayo a treasure and wisdom seeking organism,   believes that in us all, are in-exhaustive deposits of God-given   treasures for the profiting unto the Maker. Hence, we should live full   and die empty. 

      He is the author of Treasures-in-Jar of clay
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    [image: grenepages_Femi Sobayo TREASURES-IN-JAR OF CLAY_Before You Wait…]A woman, in her mid-fifties came to share a testimony in one of our church services one day. It was an applaudable testimony. Summarily, her testimony was that she had never got pregnant in 28 years of marriage.  Then two years ago (about four years now), she picked some instructions from the pages of a book, converted that into faith-powered action steps and kept her expectations positively high. Then, that same month…. she got pregnant! Now, after 28 years, she is a mother of twins…! Praaaaaiiiise the Lord!

I joined in praising the Lord! I was indeed moved! I danced also to 'everybody look-look, see what the Lord has done'.

But somehow, deep within me, I had questions! Has she really been waiting on the Lord for a child for 28 years or she has been slack, slothful, inactive and faithless for 28 years? It could be any of the two.

We need to be careful what we celebrate and how we understand what waiting is in the verse: "but those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength;" Isaiah 40:31 (KJV)

There is a borderline between 'being slack, slothful' and 'waiting on the Lord.'

I have heard a number of people use the verse 'I am waiting on the Lord' as a description of their passive states. To wait upon the Lord is a great demonstration of trust and confidence. It shows a demonstration of dependency on God.

But before we applaud the 'waiters', please let's also wait here to consider whether we are actually 'waiting on the Lord' or we are sleeping away in irresponsibility!

Waiting, whether upon the Lord or upon whoever is not a virtue in itself if you have not done the needful. It's sad that some things we are waiting on him for are also waiting on us to take responsibility. 

"From the days of John, the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subject to violence, and the violent lay claim to it". Matthew 11:12 (Berean Study Bible)

Sirs and Mas, we all need to understand that God has BLESSED us already! If we will be as RESPONSIBLE as we should be in claiming and appropriating his blessings on us, we all will operate effortlessly in full potentials. We are not called to a life of laziness or slothfulness, sitting around waiting, when we have not reached the end of our responsibilities. 

The five Foolish Virgins waited also, but when the groom came, they could not make it. While waiting, keep doing all that is needed. Keep eating the Word, keep confessing more and more, keep praying, keep learning new skills, keep meeting those you should meet, keep going for personal development programs, keep keeping on as you wait. 

Waiting in the context of the Word of God does not mean a period of slothful retirement or a period of handling over your responsibilities to God; it only posits that in your pursuit of God… keep your hope in him. 
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      ‘Wunmi Falodun is a diligent and an  addicted lover of God who believes in possibilities and interventions who does her best to live a simple Christian life by  the help of God. 

      Alive to the responsibilities of divine greatness inherent in  her and charged with the message of hope, she believes there are no hopeless  situations with God. 

      Visit her website at www.mylivinghopealternatives.org
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    It Just Can't Be Ok!

  

  
    [image: grenepages_Wunmi Falodun MY LIVING HOPE_It Just Can't Be Ok!]There is a zone, a familiar zone; it needs not so much hard work. It's a place where nothing thrives other than living on past glory and mere wishes or daydreaming characterised by being just okay. Okay with every and anything. Okay with mediocrity. Okay with neither make us rich or poor, "simply give us our daily bread" and we will be just fine; it's okay. This zone is the comfort zone. Nothing grows in this zone. Things that once blossomed get to this zone and either die a silent/natural death or depreciate.

  Now, in my humble opinion, if you ever want to be relevant in life in this present age and time, that prayer, "Neither make me or poor, simply give me my daily bread" Proverbs 30:8 (emphasis mine)……..is not for you.  I'm sincerely tired of seeing people merely going through life and surviving rather than thriving and saying things like, "I just want to live a quiet life, be happily married, raise my children and probably my children's children and enjoy life". Really? Any average individual can do that, but there is more! There is always more in God! We just can't be comfortable with the status quo or status quo ante, we shouldn't be. 

  I'm provoked in my spirit, and the aim is to get you fired up too. The other day I was watching a programme on TV. I love to read biographies and autobiographies etc. I also love to watch people talk about themselves, their achievements and accomplishment, what drives them, how they're able to do what they do so well and so on. So on this programme, different people were being interviewed, and they were celebrities (so to speak). These people were talking in retrospect about their first day at their different universities, I was honestly enjoying the programme, they shared life experiences and talked about their drives, passion and purpose until it was a particular woman's turn. This was what she had to say: "oh, my university days, we dressed to kill, we represented, and we partied and had fun." I was dumbfounded and flabbergasted, who says that on international TV? What a shallow mind, I thought to myself. 

  Let's face it, you'll not find one great person who is complacent. You won't! Something drives them, something bigger than them; in fact, someone propels them constantly. 
  Whether or not we make it, it's just okay. Whether or not we progress, it's okay. Whether or not we advance, it's just okay. However, it cannot just be okay! It mustn't just be okay! 

  We need a different spirit, the type Caleb had, that caused him to excel in Numbers 14:24. You need a different spirit; you can't be like others. It is this different spirit that propels people, no matter how laid back they may seem.
  Your dreams, vision and purpose must be bigger, greater and brighter than you. If you're the smartest in your group, you're in the wrong place, its better you get out real quick. The issue is most of the things we boast about, those things that gives us some level of self actualisation,those things that makes us seem as though we have arrived or at other times, makes us feel as though we are failures, making us feel disadvantaged are simply earthly blessings and unbelievers do these things just perfectly well too. It's also very interesting to note that no matter where we are or where we stand in life, someone somewhere has it better and someone somewhere has it worse. We should all strive to be better.

  Now with all the Holy Ghost you claim to have, what makes you different? Only the different spirit can differentiate you. Even if all fingers are not equal, your own will not be the shortest. Your case ought to be different; we ought to have all round success, from the boardroom to the bedroom and in all facet of life. Your God ordained destiny is a global one, you're created for global prominence and eternal significance, we are called to lead and not just to follow, to be the head and not the tail, we're to press on/forward against all odds, we are to do the incredibly unimaginable and unthinkable as gods on earth. We are trailblazers and pacesetters. We are to be successful in the home front and prosperous in the marketplace; one shouldn't suffer at the expense of the other. 

  Wake up; no one achieves these by being complacent and satisfied with our daily bread or by settling for "just okay or I'm fine". It's not just okay, it cannot just be okay. Your footprints should/must be left in the sands of time. What would you have your generation say about you after you're long gone? I once heard someone say, "Write your own obituary, and begin to live those things while you're here." It sounds extreme, but it makes sense to me. 

  How can anyone just come to this earth, to live and just die like that? In my opinion, it's an aberration. It's not done! We aren't supposed to live like mere men; we are kings and judges. Psalm 82: 6-7 refers to this as "complacent satisfaction" (the amplified version). It's not a grammatical error, it's to let you know the gravity. Complacency sips into every aspect of one's life and it's only a matter of time before it messes us up big time. Moreover, serious minded people can perceive complacency miles away. 

  You can only discover purpose in Him. For your purpose/destiny not to be jettisoned, you must say NO to "complacent satisfaction" daily! Don't buy the lies of the enemy just yet.  There is more to you than you know, look inwards, pay attention, persist, and persevere. Reject complacency at all cost and by all means.  It's not just okay, it can't just be okay. There is more!
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