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One of the most beautiful things about life is the fact  that it never leave us with one option.

              No matter what comes our way, life leaves with us our  right to pick from more than one option.  Even if you chose to do nothing it is just one  of the options. On the long run, either to live or die is still by choice.

              As you read this edition of grenepages you are bound to  realize the options you have had in times past that you didn't even realize.  The times you have made good decisions and the times, you have picked the wrong  options. Take some time to reflect on the ways your past decisions have influenced  your life either for good or for bad. 

              Here we highlight a number of good choices that make  life fulfilling. A choice to stay with God's word both day and night. There’s a  choice to be available responsible and faithful. A choice to be thankful with  either little or much. 

              While there is a glittering option to quit or give up  there is the better option to hold on until you win. 

              Thus says the Lord:  Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient  paths, where the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls… Jeremiah 6:16 (RSV)
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    	Femi Sobayo a treasure and wisdom seeking organism,   believes that in us all, are in-exhaustive deposits of God-given   treasures for the profiting unto the Maker. Hence, we should live full   and die empty. 

      He is the author of Treasures-in-Jar of clay
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    [image: grenepages_Femi Sobayo TREASURES-IN-JAR OF CLAY_A Trip To Mainland China]During a trip  into mainland China, a group of Hong Kong Christians visited a remote village.  This village was a farming community with no electricity, running water or  other modern conveniences. The visitors were surprised  to find that, out of the village of 200, one elderly lady and her son were  Christians. They had committed their life to the Lord some seven years earlier  and had faced constant ridicule and persecution from their relatives and  neighbours. When one member of the team gave the woman her own Bible, she clutched  it to her chest, weeping for joy. For seven years, she explained, she had been  earnestly praying that the Lord provide her with a Bible. With tears streaming  down her face, she looked up to heaven and thanked God for hearing her prayer.

That is a story  from an Online Bible School, which I belong. I think it is profitable to share  that with us. For 7 years, the woman had believed God for just a Bible, and  when she found one, she wept in gratitude.

You have too  much of the Bible lying on your shelf, dusty, rusty and lonely. We are too  blessed with availability of the written word today than ever, yet we are so  poor, lacking in depth of PURE Biblical doctrines. I think that somehow  unconsciously, we see the Bible as just a precious Book. If we actually see it  a book written by GOD to better our lives, we will be more awake.

How shall we  account for the labour of those who made the word available on our laps? Some  died smuggling the Bible to us. Brother Andrew (as always called) was a rugged  smuggler of the Bible. He was nicknamed ‘God’s  Smuggler’. Some spent a whole lifetime writing a Commentary so that we can  understand better while others spent their lives translating to us.

You have not been asked to translate, you may not re-write, you may not smuggle  again...just STUDY, APPLY and SHARE with others. Is that too much to do?

This is a call  for you and me to re-awaken our devotion to a life of dedicated STUDY,  APPLICATION and SHARING of the Word. That is the way to remain green.

The Message  Bible puts it this way ‘Stay  at your post reading Scripture, giving counsel, teaching.’ It was amplified this way, ‘Till  I come, devote yourself to [public and private] reading, to exhortation  (preaching and personal appeals), and to teaching and instilling doctrine.’  1 Timothy 4:13.
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      Tobi Olowookere is the author of gracedpages where some of his thought provoking inspirations are documented. 

      A   graced writer, Tobi believes that no matter what it takes, everyone   must carry out their God assigned responsibilities. He's committed to   writing and speaking to his generation on this subject.
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    [image: grenepages_Tobi Olowookere GRACEDPAGES_Little Is The Needed Much]In the English dictionary, little is the opposite of much. In reality,  little means so much. 

Just a little salt is enough to make the food taste good. You don't  need so much. Just a little yeast makes the flour rise. It doesn’t have to be  as much as the flour. The little things often taken as insignificant, turns out  to mean much more than we imagine.

The woman with the widow's mite had just little. That money was too  little to do anything. She could have delayed her giving until the day she  would have something bigger. Yet out of love, she gave the little. Despite all  the big offerings, Jesus noticed the little. Her blessing obviously was in no  way little.

When there was a need to feed the five thousand. All Jesus and his  disciples had was just little; five loaves of bread and two fishes for five  thousand. Jesus simply accepted the little and gave thanks. After feeding the  crowd, the remnant was much more than the provided little.

All that the widow of Zarephath had was just a little food, too little  to sustain herself and her son. In fact, she told the prophet: that was the  last they would eat before they die of hunger. Not long after did she realize  that all she needed to take her family off the list of hunger and death was to  give the little to God. The little was just the needed much.

We all complain of having too little. We take that as excuses for not  carrying out our responsibilities. We delay urgent needs that need to be met until  we have enough. Why not be thankful for the little you have and start with  that?

Don't wait till you have a lot of money to start your business, start  with the little you have. 

Don't wait till you have a lot of spare time before you attend to  family needs. Use the little time you have.

You don't have a lot of money is not an excuse not to help the needy,  give out the little you can afford.

Don't delay the ministry till when you have a lot of money and  members. Start with what you have.

Take a clue from Jesus. Though he was sent by God and was God himself,  in ministry, all he had available, to feed a congregation of five thousand was  five loaves of bread and two fishes. He did not ignore the provision. He did  not complain either. He simply received it with thanksgiving and used it. He  knew quite well that no matter how little or much it seems to human eye, God  provides just enough.

Start with the little you have available. That little is the needed  'Much'.
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    	Ope Rowland believes   in the ministry of every saint. Hence, he talks and writes about   believers finding, grooming and operating in their ministries. 

      He is the author of the thriving blogs and the book- The Young Christian.  
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    [image: Ope Rowland THRIVE_Day and Night]
Day  and night transcends our clocking system. 

The  day period is that when the sun is out shining with or without clouds. It is  bright enough to see without the aid of other lights. It is day because there is  light, illumination, a sense of direction and speed in motion because of certainty.  The day is filled with hope and rejoicing; there is that delight out there. 

In  the day, you have people around and feel the warmth of relationships. It is a  period you are engaged in your business with profits to show forth. You sense  and participate in the life around you. There is so much energy and excitement.

Some  find company in God’s word when it is day; when it seems ‘all is going as it is written.’ They internalize and vocalize it  about since they seem to be a living testimony. However, should their sun seem  to go down and seem to be confronted with darkness they throw away God’s word  and seek torchlights. They tell you they have to ‘face reality’ and ‘be  realistic.’ 

The  night is that period when the sun is not shining. There is that darkness that  seems to envelope with no illumination and sense of direction. Motion becomes a  struggle if attempted because of the uncertainty. For some it is so gloomy that  they murmur and complain, cry and weep. Faith is replaced with fear of both the  known and unknown. A grave loneliness exists though a few people might still be  around. Yes, a few people, as many friends if not all quit, leave and abandons  temporarily or permanently. In the night, relationships might become burdens. 

The  night is that moment you are unengaged due to overwhelming or underwhelming.  You just want to be left alone, unseen and unnoticed, though at times with the  inner cry for someone to sincerely notice. In the night, you just don’t ask  questions but question the questions and answers forming that questionable  chain of ongoing questions. The waiting in the night seems long.

Some  find comfort in God’s word when it is seemingly dark. They navigate through  such trying times with the word of God, the entrance of which grants light.  Fueling their Faith with God’s word, they move mountains, fill valleys, overcome  obstacles and conquer oppositions. However, no sooner has their morning come  and it becomes day around them they abandon the same help they had- God’s word,  and navigate their day on their own. They can do things by themselves without  an ‘alien’ help after all ‘they've got brains.’ 

However,  God’s instruction is clear: stick to the word in both your day and night. In  your day, ponder, meditate and act on it. In your night, ponder, meditate and  act on it. Ignore it neither in your day nor in your night. 

And don't for a minute let this Book of The Revelation be  out of mind. Ponder and meditate on it day and night, making sure you practice  everything written in it. Then you'll get where you're going; then you'll  succeed. Joshua 1:8 MSG
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