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Don’t just talk; perform!

8

Then the LORD said to me,
“You have seen well, for I am
watching over my word to perform it.” Jeremiah 1:12
Most of us take stock as the
year ends. Sometimes we are
surprised at how much we have
achieved in the space of 365

14th
word

days. Some other times, we are disappointed at how many achievable things we have left undone for several excuses including, “I
forgot”
Always, despite

8

all, God has does

12

so much for us.
He decides to do a
thing for you and
he does it. Yet you
decide to do
something for
yourself, your
neighbor and for
Him; you forget
all. How does He
do it? He says, “I

am watching over my word to perform it.”
It’s time to take after your Father. Don’t just talk, perform your

4

words; it’s God’s principle for achievements. Don’t always come
back to say why what you had said earlier will no longer work. It
might mean you have to think deep before talking. So be it.
Sometimes you have to do it simply because you have said before
that you would do it.
“But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might
be fulfilled.” Matthew 26:56.
Don’t just talk; perform!
This is the 14th issue of grenepages.
Welcome!
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MEDITATION:

https://joanministeringrhythms.wordpress.com

We must learn to put
God first in our lives
and daily seek His will.

“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel
you with my loving eye on you.”
Psalms 32:8 (NIV)
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV)
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Had it all planned
And maybe I did shout it loud“It’s my life! My way has to win!”
Called on God yet I chose the paths of my wheel
Years! I consciously or unconsciously chased my will
Now I’m grateful He chastised rather than let go of me;
All I felt was pain and shame
Oh! I didn’t know it was for my gain
The future I cried to have
Now the past I’m glad I never had
He rescued me from my destruction
And taught me victory in His instruction
And now, every day
I learn to say
take the seat
take the wheel
Where You lead
Let me be
Do not let me stay
In that place which makes You look away
If God didn’t let you go
If He used His mighty hand to stop your selfish goals
Then know that you’re special in His sight
He holds you as the apple of His eyes
His Will…
Safest place to be –
Doesn’t always feel like it
Sometimes makes us feel He’s mean
But if our patience does not slip
Eventually we’ll clearly see
It’s the best place indeed
A haven so real!
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Yes, I cried; and at the same time, I found myself laughing. You know that kind of feeling you
get when you are overwhelmed with diverse
http://oluwafemisobayo.blogspot.com/

emotions. You don’t know if you should laugh
or cry; so you just end up doing both. That was
exactly how I felt.

Recently I was going through my

It happened that earlier in the year, I had many
challenges, which made me cry myself to sleep

things and I found an old book I

most of the nights. Nothing was working, or at

had tagged GRATITUDE JOURNAL.

least so I thought. My goals largely remained

I opened it, started reading stuff,

unmet and there were no signs that things
were going to get better. I needed a good job

which I wrote some time ago and

but I wasn’t getting any and my bank account

ended up crying.

was in the red. It wasn’t a good way to start
the year and there were no signs to call the
year a beautiful one.
I didn’t know what to do. I had applied in sever-
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al places all to no avail and was devastat-

everything God has done for me instead of focus-

ed. Then, God started speaking to me

ing on my problems. I got a book and wrote boldly

through Isaiah 26:3 which says, “You will

on it “GRATITUDE JOURNAL”. That was the begin-

keep him in perfect peace whose mind is

ning of my happiness.

stayed on You. Because he trusts in You”.

I wrote down everything for which I was grateful:

It was the scripture I needed at that time

for life, for health, for my loved ones, for the joy of

because I was troubled and didn’t have

salvation and for the gift of today.

peace at all. How could I have peace when

Then, I also wrote little things that happened to

my mind was stayed on my problems?

me for which I was grateful. Each day, I found

Each time I tried to think on God’s word, a

something to be thankful.

voice would come calling out “Remember

This changed my perspective about life; I see more

your problems; you have no job, you have

reasons why I am blessed.

no new achievements… look at your lack.

Moreover, when next the devil came reminding

Look at this… look at that” and thoughts

me of my failures, I would pick my book and read

like that. When thoughts like this come, I

to him all the things God had done for me for

got depressed immediately.

which I was grateful. Then, the voice would silent-

Then, one day, I decided to acknowledge

ly fade away.
As Dr. David Oyedepo would always say “If you
have lost anything, God is the reason you have not
lost everything” and “When you thank God for his
arm, you see His outstretched arm”.
If you must have a list for your yearly goals, please
first have a gratitude journal for counting your
past and daily blessings.
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How many pieces of glass had God picked
off my path each day? How fixated I was on
http://toyeenmakogungbe.blogspot.com/

what could have been, carelessly ignoring
what is. Overwhelmed with emotions, I realized how quickly I reminded everyone

I had known different layers of pain and frustration. The pain of lack was all so familiar as the
rain of worry, doubt and fears. Each time I read
another testimonial of rag to riches, tears to
laughter, shame to fame and fear to faith, it left
me wondering, “Why not me?”

around me to express gratitude for each
kind deed I offered, and somehow paid
more attention to people who did over
those who didn't. Repentant, I sought to
make Him pay attention to me too.
Each night, before sleep finds me, I look

“Why not me?” I am thoughtful, smarter, have
great intentions and I know better.

up, smile and say ‘thank you for picking up
the glasses today’. I have since found a

One day, a toddler playfully pranced around in an
open space, oblivious to the broken piece of
glass I had just picked up from the play area she

sense of serenity not because I have all I
dreamed, but I stopped being the victim in
my journey to becoming thankful.

played on. In that moment, it hit me.
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You started asking that offering does not have to
be cash, even though you know you don’t bring it
in any other form.
http://nikeadeoye.blogspot.co.uk

They seemed like innocent questions, but that
was when you started strolling away from the
truth.

You have been walking away slowly.

You started to ask why other religions were not

Your doctrine has been diluted and corrupted.

permissible. Why we couldn’t give right to those

It started little by little, when you started asking

who wanted to be sexually attached with the

where some exact sins are in the bible to justify

same gender.

the fruit of your flesh.

We thought you were inquisitive initially, but then

You wanted us to show you where the bible says

your fruit started changing by and by.

thou shall not kiss someone you are not married

You are taking a walk away. I am afraid you are

to. Even though you know deep down, the only

walking too far already.

dude glorified in that action is the devil. You

Do you know what the bible says about how diffi-

started contemplating living with a man you’re

cult it is to have those hands of yours on the

not legally married to.

plough again, once taken off?
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http://pathofloveteens.blogspot.com/

At one time or the other, different debates surfaces and becomes controversial. One of such is
the issue about tithing. Please my brethren, do
not let us be carried away by the wind of doctrines. Rather, let the Holy Spirit teach and guide
you. Do not just follow a man simply because of
his eloquence. The things of God are spiritually
discerned not with the wisdom of man. We are in
the perilous time as the Bible said. So be careful,
we are in the days of scarcity of the true word of
God. Even demons now quote the scripture and
twist it to deceive believers who do not have a
solid foundation in Christ.
Here is my counsel
Know God for yourself; carry the bible, study
and compare scriptures, and pray to the
Holy Spirit to open the eye of your understanding, by doing these, you will become grounded in the word and ways of
God.
Do not join them to judge and castigate the
anointed of God. IT IS UNSCRIPTURAL
AND UNSPIRITUAL. Remember how God
punished Miriam for speaking against Moses. Please take your time to read the folgenepages issue 14 page 10

lowing scriptures:
Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. "Has the LORD spoken only
through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn’t he also spoken through us?"
And the LORD heard this. (Now Moses was a very humble man,
more humble than anyone else on the face of the earth.) At once
the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, "Come out to the Tent
of Meeting, all three of you." So the three of them came out. Then
the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance
to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of them
stepped forward, he said, "Listen to my words: "When a prophet
of the LORD is among you, I reveal myself to him in visions, I speak
to him in dreams. But this is not true of my servant Moses; he is
faithful in all my house. With him I speak face to face, clearly and
not in riddles; he sees the form of the LORD. Why then were you
not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?" The anger of the
LORD burned against them, and he left them. When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam leprous, like snow.
Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had leprosy; and he
said to Moses, "Please, my lord, do not hold against us the sin we
have so foolishly committed. Numbers 12:1-11 (NIV)
Be wise! Let God in whose name we pay tithe be the judge of
those whom He has put in charge of tithe collection. Please save
you soul and that of your generation.
Mind you, some churches are still into charity work, just that
they do not make it public. So be careful of passing wrong judgment on the men of God. Do not join them to say what you do
not know to avoid God’s anger.
In conclusion, we are in the end time. Try to stay connected to
God and do away with sin.
Byeeeeeeeee
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http://oluwafemisobayo.blogspot.com/

Fear is not of God and there is no two ways to say it than
that. This is a simple truth.
For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of
love and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7 NKJV

…and release those who through
fear of death were all their lifetime
subject to bondage. Hebrews 2:15
NKJV
Fear will always put you in bond-

You and I must know and be convincing that fear is not from
God. Under no circumstance will God put fear in your heart.
It will not achieve any purpose of God in your life. Fear is not
a tool that God works with. You must never think God puts
fear in your heart. He will never do that. The implication is
that if you see yourself in fear of anything you can be very
sure that the fear is not from God.

age. It steals your freedom and liberty. To enjoy the fullness of the
liberty and victory that we have in
Christ we cannot afford to allow
fear in our hearts. It is as if you are
in a prison when you allow fear in
your heart.

Fear puts you in bondage
Fear puts people in bondage and keeps them from fully enjoying the freedom and liberty that Jesus has won for them.
genepages issue 14 page 12

There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears

must make a decision that you won’t let fear into your
heart. That is a decision you and I need to make before
we are confronted with challenging situations. Fear will
not change any situation but will make you confused
and rob you of a clear mind. It will also rob you of your
joy. Therefore, it is useless allowing it in our hearts. You
must remember that fear brings bondage and you don’t
want to be in bondage after Christ has set you free.
You can choose not to fear
And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill
the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell. Matthew 10:28 NKJV
That means you can choose who or what to fear or not.
God has empowered us to be able to make that choice.
Unfortunately, many people do not know they have the
power over fear by choosing not to fear. The simple
has not been made perfect in love.
1 John 4:18 NKJV

way to defeat fear is to choose not to fear.
So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not
fear. What can man do to me?” Hebrews 13:6 NKJV

Fear torments. Each time you allow
fear the fear will torment you. If you
look up the meaning of the word
‘torment’, it means to torture. It also
means extreme pain, anguish or misery. These are what fear does. It tortures, puts people in extreme pain
and anguish. It makes people miserable.
However, the good news is that we
can keep fear out of our lives. It does
not matter what the situation is, you

It is a decision you can make. In fact, if you find yourself
in a difficult situation, one of the things you should tell
yourself is “I won’t fear.” As simple as that decision not
to fear a situation is, it puts you over the situation. If
you allow fear to enter your heart, you will be under
the situation. Moreover, when you are under a situation due to fear, the situation will control your life.
However, when you are on top of a situation, even if it
is a difficult one, the situation cannot control your life.
Keep in mind, fear is not from God and you can choose
not to fear.
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https://gracedpages.wordpress.com

God never gives you a vision you’ll accomplish
with a tap of your finger. No! He makes them bigger than you; so you’ll realize how much you
need him for the work. God never gives an assignment that doesn’t require him; it is not by
power, not by might but by his spirit.
In fact, you may be a virgin in your new vision.
You’ve never done it before! Have you ever considered Mary the mother of Jesus? Yes, Virgin
Mary! She hadn’t done it before and God said,
“You shall have a son…” That looks like a fantasy. Doesn’t it?
The angel revealed a ‘fantasy’. Like the human
being she was, she checked if it was logical,
“How can this be, seeing that I’m a virgin?” Little
did Mary know that God actually needed someone who hadn’t done it before. Mary believed it!
“Be it unto me, according to your words”, she
said.
How big is your dream? How big is your vision?
How wild is that thing you call a fantasy? Do yourself a favour; BELIEVE IT. If your decoder was
good enough to receive it, you can execute it.
genepages issue 14 page 14
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The angel explained further when

The angel gave the second and equally essential

Mary asked, “How can this be?” “This

clue; so short and proverbial. Sharp Mary! She got

is how it works,” he said, “This is obvi-

the message.

ously bigger than you; you can’t do it
on your own. So, first, the Spirit of God

“What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become
pregnant in her old age. People used to say she

will come upon you, and the power of

was barren, but now, she’s in her sixth month. For

the most high will overshadow you…
remember not by power, not by might,

nothing is impossible with God.” What a clue!
Does it look like a clue to you? Look out! Someone

but by the spirit of God.”

else, Elizabeth had a wilder vision than hers, and
I don’t know the nature of your vision.

it’s now a reality. Gabriel gave Mary a testimony, a

I don’t know the field he’s sending

mentor, an encourager, and a friend.

you. However, I’m sure if you compare
Just a few days later, Mary changed environment.

it with getting pregnant without sex,

Mary changed her company. She moved to live

you’ll find similarities. The first thing

with Elizabeth who was also nursing a wild vision.

you need to know is that such visions

As Mary greeted Elizabeth, the baby in Elizabeth’s

will only manifest by the spirit of God;

womb leaped. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy

it’s never a function of muscles. With-

Spirit. The babies seemingly saluted each other.

out you giving the Holy Spirit a place,
you dreams will end up a fantasy. Without the Holy Spirit- our heaven sent
helper, your vision will (not may) escort you back to heaven.

Both visions charged up each other. What a mystery! Just a greeting, from a friend who believes in
your vision, who has the spirit of God, can go a
long way in you manifesting your visions. How
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can you carry a God given vision and move

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three

with friends who salute you wrongly and

months. By three months, a pregnant

expect to manifest? Your company mat-

woman can no longer deny it. Do you re-

ters!

alize that Mary conceived by faith? Elizabeth was just the best company for such

The many words that came out of Elizabeth’s mouth did more than a confirmation
that Mary’s vision was real. Mary became
so sure, that she magnified God for the
manifestation of such a wild vision. Elizabeth had a testimony. Move with people
that have testimonies. People who will tell

pregnancy. If she had been with people
who sang to her daily, “Mary, you can’t
be pregnant without sex,” she probably
would have lost it. Elizabeth called Mary,
“The mother of my Lord.” She heard that
each day and by three months, it was undeniably established.

you that God is able to do whatever He
says He would do. People who won’t tell

I don’t know the kind of vision you carry

you, “Wake up, it’s just a dream; if wishes

today. Yes, I know you haven’t done it

were horses, beggars would ride.”

before. I know you don’t have the resources. Just believe it. Wise & rich men

Elizabeth was elderly. Move with elders.
Elders have had experiences. Elizabeth was
godly. Move with godly people. If you

from foreign countries left their companies, shut down their accounts & located
Mary to bless the vision.

must fulfill that dream, locate your Elizabeth. For all visions, there is an Elizabeth

Your resources are coming! Just believe!

allocated.
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http://operowland.blogspot.com

Those who have gone ahead of you are either impos-

ing something, as he wanted to do. The orig-

tors or forerunners. Do not fret; they will either fizzle

inal is never threatened by the imposters.

out or hand over to you.

Let them go ahead and conquer the market

Judas of Galilee came on the scene at the time of the

or win the crowd; when you come around

census; the same time Jesus was born. He got people

having fully matured, your world will gather

to follow him and was killed, a form of what the new

round you. It is not about the first on the

baby Jesus had come to do. However, at his death,

scene but he/she who has the depth. Having

Judas’ followers were scattered and disillusioned with- tasted the former, the quality of the latter is
out being able to sustain his movement.

enough to win people over. Jesus took his

Jesus did not rush out to the scene because someone

time to build quality.

out there was trying out his idea, plan, vision

About 30 years after the appearance of Ju-

etc. No! Jesus took his time to grow. He took his

das of Galilee when Jesus showed up public-

time to mature. He took his time to happen at his

ly, the former was nowhere to be found. In

time. He refused to be put on the run by another do-

fact, he was not remembered to have exist-

genepages issue 13
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ed except for men like Gamaliel,

are yet to start. They might have become household names

experts in national affairs, who

when you are yet to get a name. Fear not! If they are planning

reminded people of him. Howev-

and doing things merely on their own, it will soon be over-

er, centuries, sorry, millenniums

thrown. When your latter appear on the scene having fully ma-

after Jesus left, he is still the

tured, their former might be nowhere to be found. So, concen-

main actor on the scene. The

trate on growing and maturing.

whole world history hangs

However, if what they are doing is from God, rejoice. Yes, re-

around him- his birth and death.

joice! They are messengers sent ahead of you, and they will pre-

What an impact!

pare your way, filling valleys, leveling mountains and hills,

You need not bother yourself

straightening curves and smoothing out rough places. Such was

with people, as in many out there

John the Baptist to Jesus. The works of such forerunners make

doing what you believe you are

yours easier. They would do their part in their time and hando-

called to do in this planet. They

ver the baton to you when it is your time, which comes on your

might have gone far while you

growing and maturing.
genepages issue 13
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https://iyiolafemibabalola.wordpress.com

Have you ever watched an
epic or classic movie? By epic or classic, I am not just referring to those films with
historic or heroic feats but
also including all films that
are rich in concept and
presentation. I am not talking about those flotsam and
jetsam of rubbish called
movies; those drab, boring
and immoral films on TV. I
mean a film that got you
glued to the screen. Such is
the popular 3 Idiots. I have
lost counts of the number of
times I have watched that
film.
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There are so many amazing
things about epic movies. Epic
movies keep us in suspense. You
don’t want to miss any of the
scenes. You can’t predict where
the story will end.
Sometimes one is awestricken
by the concept. You can’t but
wonder how the minds of men
can conceive such story lines.
Epic movies are a display of creativity. They reveal the immerse
capacity of human mind.
Other times, it is the emotional
experience that goes with such
films. You just realize that tears
start dripping down your checks.
Other times you smile because
of how the story ends. Epic movies will either give you goose
bumps or increase your BP.
What is the point watching a
film you can almost predict the
end? No suspense, no scene
“makes you feel nervous because you feel that something
bad is going to happen from the
corners of the frame.”
Great movies have great scenes
that make them so identifiable
and unforgettable. When you
genepages issue 14 page 21

ask people about the movie, they will tell you,

real life stories are more of a classical

“Well, there was this thing that happened in the

movie. This is why they are some-

movie,” and they tell you this thing.

times made into films while they are

Epic movies bring real life lessons home. We see

still living or after they are gone.

ourselves in the story. Epic movies inspire and in-

They had such a dramatic experience

struct us. An epic movie does not require too much

that continues to inspire and affect

advert. Your friend will recommend it to you. That’s

the world. Think of Nelson Mandela,

how I got to know about “My Name Is Khan, I Am

Martin Luther King Jr, Mother There-

Not A Terrorist.”

sa, Ben Carson, Mahatma Gandhi,

Epic movies break cultural, national and religious

Mary Slessor, Abraham, Esther, Jesus

barriers. They just go viral. It doesn’t matter the lan-

Christ, etc.

guage used - Chinese, Hindu, Yoruba, Igbo, Kiswahili

Tell me, what makes us read Joseph

or English. Once it is subtitled, it is okay. Epic mov-

over and over again? Is it not the pit

ies are trans-generational. They are watched over

and the prison coupled with the tri-

and over through decades.

als of Potiphar's house and how God

However, there is a movie I want to tell you about.

brought him to the palace? What

This movie is wow. I do not think I have watched a

makes us read Sarah, Hannah and

movie like this in all my life. This movie is classic!!!!

Elizabeth? Is it not the delay in hav-

Guess what the title is?

ing the fruit of the womb? What has

YOU.

made Job such an inspiration to gen-

Yes, “You” is the title. You are that classic movie

erations over and over again; is it not

God is about to show the world. See the inspiration

the trails he survived?

you are becoming to thousands of people. This is

Wouldn’t you rather want your life to

the reason for those disappointments, failure, de-

be an epic movie? Wouldn’t you

lay, and the entire crisis you have survived. God is

want a life that is an inspiration to so

creating a great story. The failure is what will make

many people around the world?

it classic. You got jilted? The business failed? Di-

Wouldn’t you want to make “a film”

vorced? Delayed? In debt? Sick? Failed? These are

that people will watch over and over

the ingredients of a classic story.

again?

There have also been people in this world whose

Well, most of us would desire a life
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like an epic movie but not many of us are

because others will receive comfort through

prepared to pay the epic price. We want

the comfort you have received.

that comfortable, serene, undisrupted

In John 9:1-3, when the disciples saw the man

and uninterrupted life. We want it easy.

that was born blind, they asked Jesus, “Rabbi,

This is why our stories are so boring and

who sinned, this man or his parents, that he

drab. There is nothing interesting about it.

was born blind?” They judged that his predica-

No suspense, no concept!

ment was due to a sin he or his parents had

Some people have never experienced de-

committed and often times, we also attribute

lay, disappointment, denial or depression

our challenges to our sins. However, here was

in all their lives. There has never been any

Jesus’ reply, “Neither this man nor his parents

cause for alarm. Everything happened as

sinned, but that the works of God should be re-

at when due. He never failed in school,

vealed in him.” In other words, every problem

never got jammed by JAMB, no carry

in our lives is a raw material for the revelation of

overs in the University, no heart breaks in

God’s works. They are platforms for God to dis-

relationship, no delay in getting the fruit

play His glory.

of the womb.

Jesus also said Lazarus’ sickness was “allowed”

Don’t ever think this is an insinuation to

as a means for God to reveal His glory.

wishing for bad things to happen to you.

All things are working together for your good

Nah! We should never deliberately desire

though you may not understand. Your light

an unpalatable experience. Moreover, this

affliction which is but for a moment is preparing

is not about those people whose experi-

you for an eternal weight of glory that far sur-

ences are consequences of their own irre-

passes your troubles (2 Corinthians 4:17).

sponsibility. However, often times we find

Now that you are on the scene, I want to con-

ourselves in situations that makes us think

gratulate you because God is making a classic

God has forgotten us and life is unfair. We

movie. I see God using you to bring people out

wonder why life has dealt so hard on us.

of the ashes of defeat as they read your story.

Friend, these are raw materials for an in-

So, play your part well. Hold the fort. Let God

spirational life. God is making “a movie”

complete the story. We are waiting for “You.”

that will make people cry, laugh, smile,

I celebrate you.

and bring healing. “This movie” will “sell”
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http://tosinbabalola.blogspot.com

For ye are all the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:26 KJV
The Jews said that it was blasphemy for anyone to be called
a child of God. Therefore, the
Jews sought the more to kill
Jesus,

because he not only

had broken the Sabbath, but
said also that God was his Father, making himself equal
with God (John 5:18).
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They saw themselves as special people
in the sight of God, being the seed of
Abraham. However, the appearance of
Jesus Christ on the scene reveals to us
all that God had in mind. In the sight of
God, the real Israelites are not those
who are citizens of (earthly) Israel or
those who are descendants of Jacob by
genealogy. A man is not a Jew if he is
only one outwardly, nor is circumcision
merely outward and physical. No, a
man is a Jew if he is one inwardly; and
circumcision is circumcision of the
heart, by the Spirit, not by the written
code (Romans 2:25-29). For not all who
are descended from Israel are Israelites. Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children
(Romans 9:6-8). God’s intention was to
make the whole world (both Jews and
Gentiles) to become members of one
family. You are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare
the praises of him who called you out
of darkness into his wonderful light (1
Peter 2:9).
Remember that at that time you were
separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to
the covenants of the promise, without
genepages issue 14 page 25

hope and without God in the world. Now in

that we are the children of God: And if

Christ Jesus you who once were far away

children, then heirs; heirs of God, and

have been brought near through the blood

joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we

of Christ. Consequently, you are no longer

suffer with him, that we may be also glo-

foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens

rified together (Romans 8:14-17).

with God’s people and members of God’s

When the fullness of the time was come,

household (Ephesians 2:11-19). Jesus ex-

God sent forth his Son, made of a wom-

plained to the Jewish leaders that to lay

an, made under the law, to redeem them

claim on the lineage of Abraham means that

that were under the law, that we might

they should believe in Him as the son of God

receive the adoption of sons. In addition,

or else their lineage is that of the Devil (John

because you are sons, God hath sent

8:33-37).

forth the Spirit of his Son into your

Right now, there is just one big family of God

hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore

and we all are members of that family due to

you are no more a servant, but a son and

our faith in Christ Jesus. The moment you

an heir of God through Christ (Galatians

received the Gospel of salvation, you be-

4:4-7).

came the son of God for as many as received

Having predestined us unto the adoption

him, to them gave the power to become the

of children by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-

sons of God, even to them that believe on

cording to the good pleasure of his will,

his name (John 1:12). The Holy Spirit in us is

to the praise of the glory of his grace,

the witness that we are indeed the sons of

wherein he hath made us accepted in the

God, for as many as are led by the Spirit of

beloved (Ephesians 1:5-6). Behold, what

God, they are the sons of God. For you have

manner of love the Father has bestowed

not received the spirit of bondage again to

upon us, that we should be called the

fear; but you have received the Spirit of

sons of God. By adoption, we have be-

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

come the children of God (1 John 3:1).

The Spirit itself bear witness with our spirit,

This simply means that your DNA is

genepages issue 14 page 26

changed. For being born of God, you have

to you. He knows the desires of your heart

God’s nature running in you. Whosoever

before you even ask them and He knows the

believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of

things that are best for you.

God (1 John 5:1). Whereby are given unto

Therefore, as Christians, when we come to-

us exceeding great and precious promis-

gether, we ought not to take confidence in

es: that by these you might be partakers

temporary things such as biological back-

of the divine nature, having escaped the

grounds, which may degenerate into vain-

corruption that is in the world through

glory and envy; we have a unifying factor -

lust (2 Peter 1:4). Although you may have

Our Father. He sees all of us as His children

your earthly biological father, whose

and loves us equally. This is why we ought to

name you bear, there is another Father of

love and help one another out of a pure

all fathers in whose name you exist. The

mind. We now belong to one family of God,

love that he has for you is far more than

no difference.

that which your earthly father can show

Thank God for His fatherhood.
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